I. Mladjov, Page 1/ 


BURGUNDIANS 

The Burgundians (Burgundii or Burgundiones) were a Germanic tribe that crossed the Rhine into Gaul in 
406 and became Roman federates (foederati) centered at Worms. In 436 the Roman magister militum Aetius 
crushed the Burgundians with help from the Huns, but the federate kingdom of the Burgundians reappeared 
further south in the regions of Dijon, Chalon, Lyons, and Geneva. It was divided on the death of king 
Gunderich in 473 but reunited under the rule of Gundobad, who succeeded his maternal uncle Ricimer as 
magister militum in the Roman bureaucracy, and is remembered as a lawgiver. The Burgundian kingdom was 
conquered by the Franks by 534, and became an inextricable part of Merovingian Francia. A separate kingdom 
centered on Orleans and Chalon under Guntramn, Burgundy was attached to Austrasia in 592 and then to 
Neustria from 613. During the disintegration of the Carolingian Empire in the 9 th century the Burgundian 
lands gradually came to be divided into several segments, including what became the kingdoms of Burgundy and 
Provence (united in the 10 th century and joined to the Holy Roman Empire in 1033), the duchy of Burgundy 
(within the West Frankish kingdom/France) and the county of Burgundy (within the East Frankish 
kingdom/Germany). The kings of later Burgundy (Arles) are listed separately, the dukes of Burgundy under 
France, and the counts of Burgundy under Burgundy. 

Names are presented in standardized German forms, followed by French forms in italics. 

Kings of the Burgundians 

Burgundian House 

411—436 Gundakar (Gondichaire) ... king of the Burgundians 
436—455: Chilperich I (Chilperic) ... son of Gundakar 

& 436—473 Gunderich (Gondioc) ... son of Gundakar 
473—486 Chilperich II (Chilperic) ... son of Gunderich 
& 473—474 Godomar I (Godomar) ... son of Gunderich 
& 473 — 500 Godegisel (Godegisele) ... son of Gunderich 

& 473 — 516 Gundobad (Gondebaud) ... son of Gunderich 
516—523 Sigismund (Sigismond) 1 ... son of Gundobad 
523 — 534 Godomar II (Godomar) ... son of Gundobad; deposed, died 534: 

Merovingian House 

534—548 Theodebert (Theodebert) ... son ofTheoderich I of the Franks by Suavegotho, daughter of 
Sigismund; Austrasia 533 — 548 

548—5 5 5 Theodebald (Theodebald) ... son of Theodebert; also Austrasia 

555 — 561 Chlothar (Clotaire) ... brother ofTheoderich I; son of Chlodwig I of the Franks; also 

Austrasia; Neustria 511 — 561; Paris and all Franks 558—561 
561 — 592 Guntramn (Gontran) 1 ... son of Chlothar; also Orleans 

592—596 Childebert (Childebert) ... son of Sigibert I of Austrasia, son of Chlothar; Austrasia 575—596 
596—613 Theoderich (Theoderic) ... son of Childebert; Austrasia 612—613 

613 Sigibert (Sigebert) ... son ofTheoderich; also Austrasia; deposed, died 613 
(to Frankish Neustria 613) 


1 Canonized as saint. 
1 Canonized as saint. 



